
ST MARY’S NATIONAL SCHOOL September - December 2018

Sixth Class – Ms. Brett 2016-2017

End of  Term Friday 21st December School closes 12 o’clock

Christmas holidays Monday 24th December to Friday 4th January inclusive

Mid-term break Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd February inclusive

St Patrick’s Day School closed Thursday 14th March to Tuesday 19th March inclusive 

Easter holidays Monday 15th April to Friday 26th April inclusive 
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Buddy Benches
This year we decided to use some of our 
school fundraising money to purchase two 
Buddy Benches. We got in touch with Buddy 
Bench Ireland, which is an evidence based 
school mental 
well-being initiative for 
children and young people. 
They came to our school 
and facilitated workshops 
for all classes based on 
friendship and being 
kind to each other. The 
children all took part 
in these workshops 
and we hope that they 

will bene� t from our new 
Buddy Benches so nobody will be lonely 
in the yard. 

We have had an amazing response to our food 
collection for the homeless. 6th class pupils have 
been busy gathering all of the donation and we have 
been blown away by the generosity of the families in 
our school. We cannot thank you enough!

Focus Ireland and The Dining Room, Newbridge will 
be the worthy recipients of all of the 
donations we received. Special thanks 
to Hannah Joyce’s dad Aiden who 
kindly delivered all of our donations 
to Focus Ireland for us! 

Welcome to another St Mary’s NS Newsletter!
The teachers are all delighted with how well everyone has worked this 
term and are now enjoying the countdown to Christmas. We hope all 
our new pupils and especially all of our new junior infants have settled 
in well to life in St Mary’s!

Speaking of Junior Infants…
some of the pupils in 
Junior Infants had their 
photos taken for the Echo 
Newspaper during their 
� rst week of school. It was 
very exciting having a 
professional photographer 
visit some of our classes.

Some more of our pupils 
made it into the Echo 
newspaper in October when 
Miss Howard’s class, with the 
help of Mrs Kelly, won an 
art competition in CityWest 
Shopping Centre. They 
decorated a Scary Moo and 
won the public vote for the 
scariest cow! 

Well done 1st class!

Wishing you all a happy and healthy 
Christmas and New Year!
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Didn’t Fergus 
do a great 
job of getting 
them ready?!

Class Trips
This term 5th and  6th class were lucky enough to visit Rua 
Red in Tallaght for an art workshop and those making their 
Con� rmation this year had their Retreat in a very chilly 
Glendalough.

Moon & Sixpence
On October 19th we had a whole 
day of puppetry from Moon and 
Sixpence Puppet Theatre. They 
performed a variety of shows for 
all di� erent age groups and the 
children loved it, especially when 
they heard their teachers included 
in the show! 

Thanks to Mrs O’Connor 
for organizing it.

Choir news
St Mary’s Choir put in an 
excellent performance at the 
annual St Vincent De Paul 
Christmas Carol service in 
Rathcoole this December. 
They also donated lovely 
gifts for children in need. Ms 
Tighe and Mr Breen were 
very proud of them. Well 
done boys and girls.

Sports
This term we have 
been taking part 
in lots of sporting 
activities!  

Ariadna Flociuc 
took part in the 
National Inclusion 
Games in Trinity 
College. 

We have had coaches working with the 
children on tag rugby, hurling, cricket, 
GAA and swimming and next term we 
will start our cycling lessons! 

Parents Association
The Parents Association has been 
working very hard this term. Some of their 
most popular activities have been the 
Christmas Cards that the children designed 
and the movie night showing of The 
Greatest Showman. 

All of their fundraising is going towards 
buying us our own stage. This will be a 
great addition to our school. We can use it 
for the Christmas concerts, our talent show, 
the 6th class graduation and more! I know 
they appreciate all the support that they 
get and I’m sure they would welcome more 
parents if anyone would like to join them.

Answer to Maths Challenge: 
Cat weighs 7kg, Rabbit weighs 
3kg, Dog weighs 17kg so all three 
together weigh 27kg



Annual Witch Walk
For Halloween this year we had our annual 
Witch Walk in October and, as always, it 
was great fun! The children dressed up for 
the sponsored walk, visited the Haunted 
Classroom, had ghoulish goodies at the 
cake sale and everyone had such a great 
day. 

There were prizes for some games in the 
Haunted Classroom; Smyths vouchers 
for a ra�  e of all of the sponsor cards that 
were returned on time and trophies for 
Best Dressed in each year. 

We raised over €5,800 from the walk 
and from the cake sale. We could not 
do this without the help and support of 
the Parents Association, the teachers, 
the pupils and all of those who kindly 
sponsored the children. THANK YOU!

& Cake Sale
During the week 15th to 19th October the 
whole school took part in National Maths 
Week. The children participated in numeracy games, brain 
teasers and maths trails. They were counting windows; doing 
calculations based on car registration plates; searching for 
shapes around their classrooms; completing tra�  c surveys and 
much more! 

Some classes took part in a Manga High challenge and Dawid 
and Timothy from Ms McNamara’s 3rd class were awarded 
medals for scoring over 150 points during Maths Week…
                                                                                    well done boys!

Can you work out this 
maths challenge:
how much do all the 
animals weigh?
(Answer on the back page!)

During National Science Week this November we held 
our annual Science Circuit in the hall. Children from 
all classes visited the hall to learn about a huge variety 
of experiments…some messy ones about erupting 
volcanoes and chemical reactions; others based on light, 
magnets, mixtures and � oating and sinking. There was 
even a popcorn taste test! 

Lots of children really enjoyed trying out the 
virtual reality goggles….some were on a 
roller coaster and others stood on the edge 
of the Grand Canyon…all without leaving 
Saggart! 
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Science Week

Some 6th class pupils took part in the Intel Mini Scientist 
competition. They worked in groups to come up with a question 
and then designed an experiment to investigate their question 
and wrote up their conclusions. There were really interesting 
questions being investigated and the one that were chosen 
to go forward to represent out school was ‘Do We Judge the 
Personalities of Others Based on Their Appearance?’ They went 
with Mrs Joyce to the regional � nal in the IT Blanchardstown this 
December. Well done to all who took part…we de� nitely have 
some budding scientists in our midst.
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