
St Mary’S NatioNal School September - December 2019

Christmas 
Carol Service
This year’s Christmas carol 
service was held in Holy Family 
Church in Rathcoole (In aid 
of St. Vincent de Paul) on 3rd 
December at 7.30 pm. We, 
along with some other local 
schools performed. 

St. Mary’s choir sang two songs, 
‘The First Noel’ and ‘Mary’s 
Boychild Jesus Christ.’ They 
sang really well. The children 
brought gifts to give to St. 
Vincent de Paul to be given 
to less fortunate children at 
Christmas time.

News from the Lighthouse
We are delighted to be able to tell you that our new ‘Blue Room’ in the Lighthouse is proving to be a 
massive success. The ‘Blue Room’ is a fully padded room with a ball pool and a swing. Children, from 
both the Lighthouse and mainstream classes, who have proprioceptive and specific sensory needs 
have been using the room daily and it is helping them hugely. 

We want to say a massive THANK YOU to each and every one of you because without your support 
we would not have been able to complete this project. Money raised through Mini Marathon 
sponsorship, bag packing in Dunnes Stores, Fotball4Fun, sale of Little Bags of Happiness and sale of 
goody bags on Sports Day. We would also like to thank the parents who made significant donations. 
Companies who donated money toward our project were: James Mulally Coaches, Allen & Bailey, 
Tower Credit Union and Xpert Office Supplies. It is much appreciated.

The next stage of our project is to 
develop an outdoor play area at the 
back of the school. After this we are 
hoping to equip a new Snoezelen room 
in the Lighthouse. We look forward to 
having your continued support in our 
fundraising efforts for these ventures.

More Fundraising News
‘Luke and Lucy’s ladies’ Gráinne Coyne and Amanda 
Fox along with 30 other women ran and walked the 
June 2019 Mini Marathon to raise money for St Mary’s 
NS and Saplings. The total raised was €2720.00 which 
was split between the two schools. They are hoping 
to do the same again next year. Both women have 
previously raised money for the Lighthouse and two 
years ago raised enough money to do the  
‘Ball Room’ which is enjoyed by all of  
the children who attend the  
Lighthouse.    

*Polite  
reminder
We would like to remind all parents 
of the health and safety rules 
of the school. Only parents of 
children who attend the lighthouse 
have permission to park on 
school grounds during drop off / 
collection. 

School Assembly
Our weekly whole school assemblies 
have continued to be a great success 
with pupil of the week certificates, 
trophies for the best line in the yard 
and happy birthday stickers! Well done 
to all the winners so far!

GAA
The school’s GAA football teams 
(girls and boys) were straight back 
to business in September with their 
first match on the second week of 
school. 

Both teams did exceptionally well, 
with the boys just missing out on a 
place in the school finals in Croke Park. They had a narrow defeat to Scoil Santain on a terrible 
day in September when we even had hail stones during the game!

We have been very busy training at lunchtimes and we are looking forward to playing more 
games after Christmas.

Hurling training and matches will also be starting after Christmas, so get practicing now! 

School Displays
Here are some of the wonderful displays from around our school!

We would like to wish you all a merry Christmas  
and a Happy New Year! 

Children will finish for the Christmas holidays at 
12.00pm on Friday 20th December and will return to 
school on Monday 6th January. 



Annual Witch Walk
Although it rained for this year’s witch walk, we 
didn’t let that stop us having fun! The children 
dressed up and we held our sponsored walk in 
the school. The children enjoyed showcasing 
their amazing and creative costumes!

The fun didn’t stop there. We visited the 
Haunted Classroom where lots or prizes were 
up for grabs and then we topped it off with 
creepy cakes. Yum yum!

We raised over €6000 from the witch walk 
and the cake sale. This would not have been 
possible without the help and support of the 
Parents Association, the teachers, the pupils 
and all of those who kindly sponsored the 
children!

We would like to say a special thank 
you to the following companies for their 
donations to the cake sale on the day of the 
Witch Walk: Saggart Pharmacy, Slade Barbers, 
Dunnes Stores, Centra and the Anvil restaurant. 

& Cake Sale
Science Week
During National Science Week this November we held our own Science Day  
in the school. Children visited the hall to learn about a variety of different  
experiments including learning how we breathe, what plants need to grow,  
mixtures, static electricity and plastic pollution!


