
Newsletter 25th June 

 

Dear Parents,  

We have reached the end of term and what a year it has been! With so much change and 

uncertainty all over the world this year it has been such a pleasure to come to work each day in St Mary’s and 

witness all of the wonderful things happening here, big and small. I would like to take this opportunity to provide 

you with a snap shot of how the school year 2020/21 has been.  

Returning in September was daunting for parents, staff and children alike as so many unknowns lay ahead. I have 

to commend the staff and parents who worked tirelessly to ensure that everything was exactly as it should be for 

our first day back to the ‘new normal’. The children amazed us that day as they skipped (and danced!) back into 

school, delighted to see their friends again. School life continued just like that for the rest of the year, in no small 

way due to the consistent efforts from staff and parents following all public health measures and school protocol. 

Thank you to everyone for playing their part in keeping our school safe during the most challenging time. 

There was, however, so much more to school this year than Covid. Despite all that was happening outside of 

school we have continued to progress as a school and there have been lots of new, and established, initiatives 

and events this year, in addition to the day to day work in the classrooms. This is a real testament to all involved 

who share a desire to make St Mary’s the best it can be for the children. 

Our school leadership team, in conjunction with staff groups have worked incredibly hard to embed new 

programmes and initiatives for our children. At times this required very creative solutions as Covid restrictions 

threatened to limit us. At each opportunity the staff displayed tremendous flexible thinking and imagination. 

Thanks to their hard work we have a new music programme (including fabulous new musical instruments), new 

literacy scheme, new history, geography and science programme, many new Gaeilge approaches and resources, 

Aistear in our Infant rooms, FRIENDS resilience scheme and more. The purchase of these new resources was 

possible due to your support of our PA and staff fundraising activities – Thank you! 

This year, more than any other, schools were tasked with providing enjoyment as well as education for our 

children and this was achieved in a variety of (Covid Friendly!) ways – Teddy Bear Picnics, walks to Rathcoole Park, 

Witch Walk, Active Schools Week, Friendship Week, Science Week, Anti-Bullying Week, Garda visits, our very 

successful June 5km, Sport’s Day - the list goes on! I think a highlight for myself and Ms Lannery was our day spent 

taking class photos for our first school calendar, the children’s laughter that day was magic!  

School closures forced our IT skills to develop and we held our first Virtual Christmas Concert, Michaela’s Talent 

Show and Grandparent’s Day too, all only possible due to the support from St Mary’s families. Assemblies moved 

online this year and presentation skills of our pupils soared. During a difficult Term 2 country wide lockdown, our 

families and staff dancing to ‘Jerusalema’ provided a much needed lift to everyone – Thank you to the dancers! I 

have a particular passion for raising Autism awareness and our first Autism Awareness Day was a standout day for 

me. With a creative, child friendly approach our teachers and SNAs significantly raised understanding among our 

children. This is so important here in St Mary’s, where we are lucky to have such wonderful children with Autism 

coming to our school. Our PA supported the day through providing balloons, banners and prizes for the event. 

Our 6th class and Lighthouse teachers organised a very special last week for the children leaving our school this 

year. A walk to Saggart Woods, a video of memories and messages, a graduation song, an outdoor ceremony 

(with some dancing too!) and signing each others’ school shirts, with ice-creams and keepsake t-shirts provided by 

the PA. Best of luck to all of our children moving to post-primary! 

Thank you to our Staff Fundraising Team and Parents’ Association who have organised some really successful 

activities over the course of the year; Witch Walk, Christmas Cards, Calendar, Christmas Jumper Day, Raffles for 

Easter and Christmas, Treat Bags, June 5km and more.  Due to Covid restrictions which prevented visitors in the 

building, at times we relied on our school staff to support the activities who very willingly took on the extra work. 



A special word of thanks to Angela who has played her role in organising the money collection and distribution of 

items - Not an easy task in such a large and busy school! 

School improvements this year include a new playground with swings, slide and climbing frame, a new playhouse, 

climbing wall, indoor sensory paths, new playground markings and a fairy garden! Our outdoor classroom is 

ordered and we are looking forward to enjoying it early in term one next year. With the exceptionally high 

standard of Fergus’ work the school is pristine, thank you Fergus! 

We are incredibly lucky to have a very dynamic and dedicated board of management who have given so freely of 

their time this year. Extra commitment was required as Covid adaptations were needed throughout the year. Our 

board operates at all times with children at the centre of each decision and is very supportive of all school 

endeavours. A particular word of thanks to our Chairperson Miriam Marron who plays a very active role.  

Children receiving Sacraments have demonstrated great patience this year, we were delighted for our first cohort 

of children to have their First Confession this week and look forward to celebrating Communion and 

Confirmations in early July. Thank you to Father Colin for his support. 

There are so many people involved in a school community, and the most successful schools are those with 

everyone working towards a shared vision. We are very fortunate here in St Mary’s to have fabulous teachers, 

special needs assistants, secretary, parent association, caretaker, in-school management team, parents, children 

and board of management - thank you to each of you for all that you do to make St Mary’s what it is! 

A very special acknowledgment needs to go to the children of St Mary’s who have displayed phenomenal strength 

this year as they faced all the challenges the pandemic presented. They are outstanding. Their smiles have made 

all of our work worthwhile and we look forward to welcoming them back in September. 

Wishing you all a lovely Summer break, 

Ms Olwill 

 

 

Our annual Kevin Shiji Memorial Cup could not take place this year as Covid has prevented class bubbles 

mixing. We would like to remember Kevin and as red was his favourite colour we are asking all children to 

wear red clothes/something red on Wednesday our last day of term. We hope to be able to host the Kevin 

Shiji Memorial Cup next year. 

 

New Teaching Appointments will be made in early July. Any class that hasn’t been assigned a teacher will 

be given the name of the teacher via email by the third week in July.  

School will close for the Summer holidays on Wednesday 30th June – Please see sheet attached for 

your child’s class closing time. An email was sent last week outlining the start/finish times for September. We 

will continue with our morning drop off routines in September, however the reception time is reduced going 

forward (8:50 – 9:10). Formal teaching will begin at 9:10 for all mainstream classes. Classes will finish at 

either 1:30/35 or 2:30/35 from September onwards, please check the new times and entrances for your 

child’s class (available on the website). 

All information about September reopening is available through our September 21 tab on the school 

website www.saggartns.ie . Should you have any query over the Summer you can find all information 

about booklists, uniforms, school holidays, opening/closing times, Covid protocol etc there. 

 
Annual Payments are now due – please pay through Aladdin by the end of June. 

 

http://www.saggartns.ie/


End of Year Message from the Parents’ Association Committee…. 
The Parents Association Committee in St. Mary’s National School is very active and supports the school in many ways. 

We had a very different year with Covid and were restricted in terms of our usual fun events like school discos, movies etc. 

The PA committee continued to remain very busy and we had a wonderfully successful fundraising year thanks to the 

support of parents, teachers, school staff and the fantastic team of parent’s association members. We would like to say 

a huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped out during this unusual and difficult year. Just a reminder in terms of the 

information associated with a Parents Association and the role of the PA. 

Current Committee members are: Chairperson: Sinead Hartigan  Secretary: Imogen Goodwin 

Treasurer: Frances Hall, Members: Claire Lako, Dominque Bufton, Lorraine Honan, Patricia Meaney Farrell 

What is a Parent Association? 

A Parent Association is the structure through which the parents in a school can work together for the best 

possible education for their children.The Parent Association works with the Principal, staff and the Board 

of Management to build effective partnership between home and school. 

 

Membership of a Parent Association 

All parents/guardians of children in the school are members of the Parent Association. These parents elect a 

committee to work on their behalf from one year to the next. 

 

Role of the Parent Association 

Although the Parent Association may organise many activities, these activities should all assist the association 
to achieve its two main roles within the school:  

 To work in partnership with the Principal, Board of Management and the whole school community 
for the betterment of the children in the school 

 To support and empower parents to be active in the best interests of their children’s educational 

lives  

St. Mary’s Parents Association are members of the NPC (National Parents Council). The NPC exists 

to ensure that all parents are supported and empowered to become effective partners in their children’s 

education. NPC will work to increase the capacity and capability of the primary education sector,   to 

achieve true partnership and deliver better outcomes for all children.  

 

Suggestion 

Box 
 

The PA Committee 

are reaching out to all 

parents/guardians in 

terms of any ideas or 

suggestions you may 

have, we would really 

love to hear from you. 

Please email 

stmaryssaggartpa@gm

ail.com 

 

AGM 

 

We will communicate 

information on the AGM 

which will happen in the 

next school term. This date 

will be communicated to all 

parents in September and 

we will organise a meeting 

in accordance with 

guidelines at the time.  We 

look forward to catching up 

with everyone then. 

Parents Association Committee 

New Members 
 

We would encourage parents to become 
involved in the PA either as a committee 

member or indeed a volunteer. The Committee 

typically meets monthly during the school 

calendar. We moved to zoom 1 hour meetings 

during pandemic and these are very effective so 

we may look to continue this process into next 

year as we appreciate how busy it is for all 

parents. Please email us at 

stmaryssaggartpa@gmail.com 

We would love to welcome new committee 
members in September 2021. 

 

mailto:stmaryssaggartpa@gmail.com
mailto:stmaryssaggartpa@gmail.com
mailto:stmaryssaggartpa@gmail.com


 

Closing Time June 30th 

Teacher Class Home Time 

Ms Louisa Howard Junior Infants 12:00 

Ms Leah Halford Junior Infants 11:55 

Ms Rebecca McInerney Junior Infants 11:50 

Ms Patricia Byrne Senior Infants 12:00 

Ms Karen Coughlan Senior Infants 11:55 

Ms Jennifer O Toole Senior Infants 11:50 

Ms Yvonne Boylan 1st Class 12:00 

Ms Lauryn Mc Namara 1st Class 11:55 

Ms Deirbhile Cahill 1st Class 11:50 

Ms Tara O Brien 2nd Class 12:00 

Mr Dónal MacSweeney 2nd Class 11:55 

Ms Jennifer Eastment 2nd Class 11:50 

Ms Laura Brett 3rd Class 12:00 

Mr Ben Davis 3rd Class 11:55 
Mr Aidan O’Donovan 3rd Class 11:50 

Ms Sandra Deacon  4th Class 12:00 

Ms Ailbhe Power 4th Class 11:55 

Ms Louise Walsh 4th Class 11:50 

Ms Roisin Ryan 4th Class 11:50 

Mr Mark Doogue 5th Class 12:00 

Ms Ailbhe Greaney 5th Class 11:55 

Ms Niamh McNamara 5th Class 11:50 

Ms Celine Glynn 6th Class 12:00 

Ms Jenn Ward 6th Class 11:55 

Ms Louise Woods 6th Class 11:50 

Mr Alan Barrett Lighthouse 1 11:30 

Ms Kornelia Jankova Lighthouse 2 11:30 

Mr Loughlin Casey Lighthouse 3 11:30 

Ms Róisín Comerford Lighthouse 4 11:30 


