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Welcome

Welcome to the first edition of St
Mary's Good News Newsletter. This is

a newsletter made for children by
children!  We have rounded up some
of the great news from the first term

in our school. We hope you enjoy
reading all of our wonderful news!

 
Hannah, Amira, Hallie and Eva

Happy New Year
Welcome back to school and Happy New Year!  We

hope you all enjoyed your Christmas holidays.
There are so many exciting things to look forward
to this term. We have Wellbeing Week, Michaela's
Talent Show, Catholic Schools Week, St Brigid's

Day, the Wizard of Oz school musical, Seachtain na
Gaeilge, St Patrick's Day, World Autism Week and

Easter to look forward to in Term 2. It is going to be
a busy and fun term in school!

But first, let's have a look back at all of our good
news from Term 1. We hope you enjoy this trip

down memory lane!



Monthly News

 September

St Mary's Boys GAA team played two games in the Cumann na mBunscol league in
September. The team first played Scoil Chaitlin Maude and gave a great account of

themselves. The team were down by 10 points at half time, only to score 3 goals in the
second half and lose by 2 points. It was a great performance from the boys who showed a

great will to never give up!
With the positive performance and confidence high after the first match, St Mary's started

the second game against Holy Spirit Greenhills with a bang! They scored a goal and two
points in the first half. Strong performances from the whole squad led to a one-point win in

very windy conditions. 
This team have proven they can grind out and win tough games. They will be in a great

position coming into the Four Corners tournament later this year. 
 

Well done to our Girls GAA Team who
represented the school in the Cumann na

mBunscol football competition. The girls had
great fun playing their matches in September

and early October. The girls had a fantastic
league campaign and came so close to

qualifying to play in the finals in Croke Park.
St Mary's blitzed other teams in their group
with scores of 4-18 to 0-1 and 2-16 and 0-4. 

The whole school community is incredibly
proud of our GAA teams and can't wait to see
our brilliant GAA stars in action again later in

the year.

The Lighthouse Room 1, 2 and 3 and 5th and 6th classes
attended swimming lessons in Tallaght Leisure Centre

every Wednesday in September and October. The
children learned swimming strokes and how to stay safe

in the water. They had lots of fun learning these
important skills. 

Internet Safety Week took place from 19th to 23rd
September. The children completed lessons in their

classes on how to stay safe online. Cybersafe Kids did a
special talk for children in 3rd to 6th class. The Gardaí
visited 1st and 2nd classes and spoke to the children
about internet safety. The children learned so many

important safety tips which they can use at home and
in school. 

Every Wednesday since September, there has been an
assembly in the school hall for the children. Ms Olwill and

Mrs Lannery announce the Student of the Week and
Gaeilgeoir na Seachtaine. The children love singing

songs they have learned in class and getting a special
mention for their birthdays!



In October, all classes from Junior Infants to 6th
Class played cricket with the cricket coach, PK.

The Lighthouse Room 1, 2 and 3 enjoyed playing
Table Cricket with PK.

In October, the Wellbeing Wall was
redesigned with an excellent art display

chosen by Danial Martin from Ms Ryan's 5th
Class.  He asked every class in the school to
design and colour a hand for the mural.  The

message on the wall reads: "We are each
unique and beautiful, but together we are a

masterpiece." Our Wellbeing Wall and our
school is a brighter, happier place because
of all of the unique talents every one of us

brings to St Mary's NS.

The children had lots of fun preparing for Halloween this
year. All of the classrooms were decorated with spooky

decorations and Halloween art.
The Gardaí visited the school and talked to the children

about staying safe while celebrating Halloween.
On Friday 28th October, the children dressed up in their
Halloween costumes and went on a Witch Walk around
the school and local area. They had great fun scaring

their parents and passers-by!

 October

Anti-Bullying Week took place from 10th to 14th
October. The children learned about friendships

and bullying. They learned how to resolve
conflict peacefully and to be kind to all of their

classmates.

Every Tuesday since October, one class
from 2nd to 6th class attends mass in the
Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. The children say prayers and enjoy

being welcomed to the church by Fr David.

Maths Week took place from the 15th to 23rd
October and it was a great success.  The children

had lots of fun competing in Maths Trails and
participating in Active Maths. There were three

guest speakers who visited 4th, 5th and 6th class
and the children really enjoyed learning about

how Maths is used in our daily lives.  Thanks to the
student Maths Team for all their help and making
sure everyone had a fun week and learned about
the importance of Maths. Here is a picture of Ms

Bowler's class learning all about Maths in our
environment.



In November, the Wellbeing room
welcomed two pet goldfish called
Pickles and Jazz. The children are

doing a great job feeding and
minding the fish.

The children were invited to enter the
Wizard of Oz Art Competition in November. 
 There were so many amazing entries and

the standard proved to be very high!
Congratulations to Chloe Wang from Ms

Woods' 6th Class who was the overall
winner. Chloe's beautiful design will be on

the front cover of the programme and all of
the runner up entries will also be featured in

the programme which will be sold at each
performance of the show. Well done to all
the children who entered. We are lucky to

have so many talented artists in St Mary's!

Five new sensory rooms were installed
in the Lighthouse in November. Here is

a picture of  some of the children
relaxing and enjoying spending time in

these beautiful rooms.

Children in 4th, 5th and 6th class played
rugby with the rugby coach in November
and December. Maybe some day they will

answer 'Ireland's Call'!

The children have been enjoying
coding lessons and creating

wonderful projects using Scratch.
They love using the iPads and new

headphones.

 November

Science Week was celebrated from
7th  to 11th November in St Mary's

NS. Children got the opportunity to
undertake scientific experiments

and explore different science topics.  
On Tuesday of Science Week,

students were visited by Astronomy
Ireland's David Moore, who gave a

talk about space and all of the
planets in our solar system. 

Here is a picture of students from Mr
Campbell Grogan's class who found
out the effects of leaving an egg in

vinegar for 24 hours.

From 15th November, the children got to visit
and purchase books and stationery from the

Book Fair. There were so many lovely books to
choose from. 



In December, 2nd and 4th class children received
First Aid Training. They learned how to do Basic

Life Support and how to call for help if there is an
emergency. Here are some pictures of Ms

Maughan's 4th class practicing giving chest
compressions on the mannequins. 

Our school calendar went on sale in December. We
really enjoyed getting dressed up and taking

pictures for each month. We also got our
Christmas cards which we had designed ourselves.

We are a very creative bunch!

The school choir sang at the Christmas Fair
in Saggart Village Plaza on Sunday 4th

December. The children braved the rain and
sang beautifully on the day.

The children in Junior and Senior Infants
performed the Nativity for their parents and
family in the school hall. The children did an

amazing job and we are all very proud of them.

On Wednesday 14th December, the voices
of angels could be heard singing from the

Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary! The children from 1st to 3rd class and

the children from 4th to 6th class
performed their Christmas Carol services.
Well done to all the children for preparing

so well for their performance and for
spreading Christmas cheer for all to hear! 

Many of the boys and girls from 4th to 6th class
have been working really hard to prepare for our
very first school musical, The Wizard of Oz. They

have been rehearsing most days with the teachers
in school and have been practicing their lines,

songs and dances at home too. Keep up the great
work everyone! We are so lucky to have so many

talented actors, singers and dancers in St Mary's!
We are very excited to see you perform on stage

soon!

 December



Class News!

Here is a picture of Aria from Ms
Power's Senior Infants. Aria loves to
paint and here she is holding one of

the beautiful pictures she created. Well
done Aria, you are a great artist!

Ms Birney's 1st Class completed
an exciting project in term 1. We
discussed how every person in
our class is unique and that is
what makes our class such a

brilliant place to be! Each
student brings something

special which has made our
class kind, fun and interesting.

We need to always remember to
celebrate ourselves and to let

our personality shine in the
class and in our lives. We created

a collaborative art display to
remind the whole school as they

walk past Room 9.

Senior Infants - Ms Power

First Class - Ms Birney



Ms Glynn's 2nd Class enjoyed the use of our
Outdoor Classroom during Term 1 and found
that working outside, surrounded by nature,

was a lovely change to our classroom. We
can't wait until the weather improves and we

can use our wonderful Outdoor Classroom
once more. Here are some pictures of the

children learning in the great outdoors!

Second Class - Ms Glynn



The boys and girls from
Ms O'Dea's class would
love to share with you
the amazing project

work and art work we
have completed about
Ancient Egypt. We have

had so much fun
learning new interesting

facts and sharing our
work with the rest of the

class. Here are some
pictures of the

children's amazing
work.

Ms Woods' 6th Class are very talented
artists. They enjoyed creating Salvador

Dali's 'Melting Clocks' from the
Persistence of Memory. 

Everyone in Ms Woods' class took
part in the Maths Olympiad for Maths

Week and did a great job. Here is a
photo of the class with their

certificates. Well done everyone!

Third Class - Ms O'Dea

Sixth Class - Ms Woods



Ms Ward's 6th Class had
a morning of positivity

activities! Using window
markers, we wrote notes

of positivity to each
other to remind

ourselves to Think
Positive! What a lovely

idea 6th Class!

Sixth Class - Ms Ward



Student Council

We have a new Student Council again this year and
they are working very hard to help the school. 
The members are: Tina, Daniel, Teagan, Brooke,

Finbar, Charlie, Tobias, Harry, Patryk and Keevah. 
So far this year the council have bought more yard

equipment for all the classes and some indoor
board games too. 

Project Pencil Stationery Shop is up and running. 
We are looking forward to holding an art

competition in the coming months and we will also
be supporting a local charity with the proceeds

from the shop. 
We look forward to buying some bird feeders for

the school garden too. 
Thank you all for your support.

Please continue to use the Student Council
suggestion box!



Picture Perfect!

Our Wonderful
Infant Classes

 on Stage!



Some of the
children from the
Ukraine having a
special Christmas

Celebration.



Do you want to
build a snowman?

Ms Glynn's
2nd Class
having fun
in the snow!



Thank you so much for reading!
We hope you enjoyed the first

edition of St Mary's Ns 
Good News Newsletter!

 
We are looking for Good News
Reporters to help us in Term 2!

 
Look out for good news and report

it to your teacher!
 

Your teacher can send us some of
your good news to be included in

the second edition of our
newsletter which will be published

at the end of Term 2!


